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WASC AWARDS M.I.T. HIGH SCHOOL MAXIMUM SIX-YEAR ACCREDITATION 

(Duarte, CA) – Duarte Unified School District (DUSD) is proud to announce that Mount Olive Innovation and 
Technology High School (MIT) was recently granted a Six-Year Accreditation by the Accrediting Commission for 
Schools, Western Association of Schools and Colleges (WASC).  

WASC Accreditation is nationally recognized and assures our community that the educational programs at MIT are 
evaluated for quality. The WASC Commission awarded the maximum Six-Year Accreditation status as a result of a 
year-long process conducted at MIT including a self-study report and a successful on-site visit in March, 2018.  

"News of the Six-Year WASC accreditation confirms that the educational program at MIT reflects the highest 
possible standards.  We are extremely proud of the work of Principal, Kevin Morris, and the entire MIT staff,” 
stated Nadia Hillman, DUSD Assistant Superintendent of Educational Services. 

MIT provides an alternative high school setting for approximately 100 students whose needs are met in a flexible, 
personalized and self-paced program. Among the many exceptional offerings available at MIT, specifically noted 
by the WASC visitation team, was the Accelerated 180 Degree Diploma Program. Given special recognition by 
WASC for being student-centered, forward thinking and innovative in its design, this program allows students to 
simultaneously earn a high school diploma and industry certifications upon graduation. The emerging and 
developing certification-bearing Career Technology Pathways available for students through this program are 
Patient Care, Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA), Forestry and Natural Resources, Information Support and Services, 
as well as Production and Managerial Arts.     

MIT is also known for the unique partnerships they have established with esteemed businesses and organizations 
that lead to college and career connections for their students. A prime example being the development of a 
Welding Technology Program in collaboration with Mt. San Antonio College, Delafield Corporation, SoCal Gas 
Company and the Duarte Chamber of Commerce that provides students the skills and knowledge necessary to 
obtain employment in a variety of industries related to welding and fabrication that include construction, 
aerospace, lighting, and automotive aftermarket industries. Through this unique partnership, students have the 
opportunity to obtain an Associate of Science Degree in Welding, as well as four academic certificates of 
completion for Structural Steel - Manual and Semi-Automatic, and Light Gage Steel. 

Another highlight of the MIT program, launched just this year, is The Cinema Project. In collaboration with the 
company Creating Creators, students are trained by professionals in the film production industry to film, edit, 
market, and distribute their own cinematic creations. Through this program, students are afforded networking 
channels with the biggest names in the industry today including Disney and HBO with support from the National 
Association of Latino Independent Producers. 
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Other respected community partners with which MIT has forged career exploration and training programs are The 
City of Hope, Outward Bound Adventures, San Gabriel Valley Economic Partnership, and many community college 
and university partners such as Azusa Pacific and Rio Hondo. 

“MIT would like to thank our District Administration, Technology Department, Maintenance, Food Services, the 
City of Duarte, D'Veal Family and Youth Services, Public Safety, Creating Creators, our parents, and students for 
their continued support of MIT,” stated Kevin Morris, MIT Principal. 

“I would also like to thank the MIT staff for their hard work and dedication in the WASC process and pay a very 
special thank you to MIT teachers, Laurent Lanuquiette and Stephen Clayton, for taking on the job as WASC Co-
Chairs and leading our MIT Team to our Six-Year WASC Accreditation. They both spent many long hours writing 
and revising our WASC document until it was perfect. They did an outstanding job!” 

Over the course of the next six years, MIT will continue the process of self-evaluation and prepare a progress 
report for a mid-cycle visit. The report and visit are opportunities for MIT to demonstrate they are continually 
making appropriate progress in the implementation of their schoolwide plan to further increase student 
achievement.  

To learn more about the unique programs offered by MIT High School, please visit www.duarteusd.org and 
schedule a campus tour at www.come2duarteusd.org.  

 

MIT students with Creating Creators staff at The Cinema Project red carpet event. 
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